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Acknowledgment of Country
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people as the Traditional Owners of the land on whick
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We pay deep respects to all Elders past and present
'Y R 7T dzu dzNB ®Q




Background

APlatypus are a cryptic species
ALarge distribution in Queensland

AUsing the revolutionary method of environmental DNA
(eDNA)

A2 years of important baseline information on platypus
distribution in the Dawson River

AeDNA is an effective, simple method of confirming
platypus presence

AThis method of detection is cost effective, accurate witl
no environmental disturbance
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The pIatypusCan|thorhynchuanat|nus is an |con?AustraI|a '
- mammal.
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Conservation of Nature, Red List, due to human
encroachment on platypus habitat.

A Localised declines have been recorded . aN S e :
A modlfylng of waterways (dams weirs) . ' \‘ 7 W b
- A water pollution _ | . g2y
A habitat destructio\(rom urban development and agritfm‘ture :
A climate change. -

A Under the current climate and threats, platypus
abundance and occupancy are predicted to
 decline over 50 years, causing local extinctions s

across approxnmately40% of its range (BII‘IO etal,
2020). ~

‘A Their eluswdaehavnourrnakes measunng theu:
populatlcas difficultand can compromise / /;,
estimations of populatlon size and trends
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In Central
Queensland,

There has been
minimal sighting
records within the
central western region,
apart from the regular
sightings at Carnarvon
Creek.

Without baseline data
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If platypuses are
surviving, especially
with the compounding
threats.
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In 2019, pilot study

AAnN environmental DNA (eDNA) pilot study was completed |
2019 and detected platypus in two out of four sites along tr
Dawson River, west daroom

AThe expansion of this project has contribute valuable data
platypus population trends in this region and contribute the
state of Queensland database.

AThe specific research issues addressed:
1. Are platypus populations persisting in the region?

2. ldentifylocalisedhreats to platypus populations within the
region.

3. Is the habitat able to sustain platypus for the future?



The Dawson River

Is an iImportant connection to the western most
known platypus population at Carnarvon Gorge.



