
Upper Dawson WPSQ October Newsletter
Compiled by Ann Hobson

Spring has come with wildly erratic storm cells, an explosion of 
mice in wheat fields, and of double barred finches in grasslands.  
There’s still a lot of dry earth around to remind us that Nature has a
big influence on all our lives.

No one knew better than our late long-time Project Officer,  Adam
Clark, that the well-being of Nature and Humanity are closely
linked. Adam’s Biography, written by Bryce Alcock,  is now
available from Bryce. Our Branch deeply appreciates the wisdom
and tenacity with which Adam strove to protect the natural values
of the Dawson Valley.   Thanks for drawing this together for us, for
Adam, and for his family, Bryce. bryce@brycealcock.net 

With the smallest encouragement from rain, our plants and animals have burst into new life, each 
spring bringing its surprises as well as its regular visitors. Rainbow bee-eaters, koels, and channel-
billed cuckoos have returned in ones or twos, followed by woodswallows just in time for Bird Week
and the Great Aussie Backyard Bird Count which has allowed anyone who has the App. on their 
phone to both identify and record for science those birds seen this week.

Bauhinia hookeri have first shed all their leaves, then burst into russet new leaf, and finally into the 
masses of white blossom that once used to attract mobs of 
flying foxes to the valley.  Brown & white-throated honey-
eaters imbibe the nectar of the Native Witch Hazel (Turraea 
pubescens) flowers, occasionally disturbed by a spotted bower
bird seeking the meagre flesh of the orange ‘aril’ surrounding 
the cluster of black seeds as the pod curls back from its centre 
to reveal the fruit and seeds within.

Upper Dawson as been advised this month of the results of the Platypus Watch eDNA sampling 
done along the river from the gas fields to Moura.  With thanks to several citizen scientists who 
went out on a cold June morning to suck up water samples, science now has DNA evidence of 
platypus in several places, but it seems that the mud in the water prevented the capture of eDNA in 
at least one place where an actual, live, platypus was seen foraging.  The Platypus Watch Team 
plans to return next year to do further sampling with the aid of local participants. Please contact 
platypus@wildlife.org.au to be in on their visit.
 

At the September AGM of Wildlife Queensland, Melanie Simmons won this
year’s award for her outstanding contribution to the cause of Wildlife
Preservation.  For many years the Branch’s Tour Officer,  Melanie identified
excellent places to visit and enjoy nature’s gifts while sharing our interest in
and curiosity about wildlife and its habitat. She has also managed the Castle
Creek interpretive nature signs and revegetation project for the Branch in
partnership with Fitzroy Basin Association during the past year.  We look
forward to the final stage of this project as the free-standing signs are
mounted for installation in the coming weeks. Melanie’s contribution to our
Branch and our knowledge of wildlife has been invaluable. 
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The planting of native trees, shrubs, and vines around the Castle Creek Bird Hide is being tended by
Loraine Hellyer and a team led by Rose Connolly.  It is to be hoped that this stormy spring will be 
followed by sufficient rain to allow the plants to flourish in the coming months.

Our Branch is always open to new members.   An interest in native wildlife is all that is needed. 
Contact upperdawson@wildlife.org.au or 0427 504 560.
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