
NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY,  BROLGAS,  AND BEASTLY BEAUTY in UPPER DAWSON 

MAY NEWS - Compiled by Ann Hobson 

 

And the winner was – Josh Priebbenow  - in the Taroom 

Show photography section with a photo of a juvenile 

Pacific Black Duck.  Congratulations, Josh! Your first 

‘Wildlife Australia’ magazine should be in the post 

soon.(Photo of photo - Helen Keys)    

 

Ecosystem service -  

Tap! Tap! Sounds as if someone is knocking, but nowhere 

near an entrance. Peering quietly around the door of the office, I’m in time to see a magpie pecking 

high up on the window, then flying off to chortle with satisfaction in a nearby bush.  So this 

explains why the guttering on the southern side no longer has spider webs hanging from it – free 

ecosystem service - bringing its own payment of a tasty spider for the worker.   

(If you’ve seen any natural or wildlife activity that interests you, do text 0427 504 560 or email 

upperdawson@wildlife.org.au.  If you’re not sure what it is, try sending photo to Qld museum – 

Discovery-Centre@qm.qld.gov.au or, for plants, Queensland.Herbarium@qld.gov.au) 

 

Erratic rainfall - 

Driving out of Theodore as clouds were building, I wondered if the predicted 20% chance of  

0-1mm of rain might happen there.  Coming over the rise south of the Dawson, the car was deluged 

for the minute it took to drive into and out of the valley of the dry watercourse ahead.  Seconds later 

the wipers were scraping on a dry screen and, less than a kilometre away, I was able to walk to the 

house totally dry.  I’m guessing that 90% of the 1mm fell in that one tiny valley.  While some have 

enjoyed autumn rain, hearts go out to those for whom the drought continues.   

 

Discovering how nature works - 

If you remember the ‘mud-cano’ from our last 

newsletter, the discovery centre of the Queensland 

Museum Discovery-Centre@qm.qld.gov.au sent me 

this diagram from Vic Ag. Showing how sinkholes 

(melon-holes) and craters like that one can form after 

rain.  I guess after drought or clearing, there could be 

quite a lot of old deep root tunnels available to carry 

muddy water underground during heavy rain.  

 

 

 

Awesome, awful caterpillar - A groundsman who 

brushed against a palm frond made contact on both 

sides of his head with this beautiful looking creature as 

he moved past it.  Within seconds, he had a severe 

headache, went back to investigate,  snapped this photo, 

and cremated the culprit, before heading to the Medical 

Centre.  Again, courtesy of the Discovery Centre, this is 

the Wattle Cup Moth caterpillar  (Calcarifiera ordinata). 

The sting from the spikes has been described as “worse 

than three wasp stings”. The adult moth has a hairy tuft 

on head, pale cream upper wings about 15mm long with a row of brown dots parallel to the wing 

margin and light brown lower wings. The cocoon is tough and cup-shaped, hence ‘Cup Moth’. Let’s 

not drink to that! (Photo Pita Ralaca) 
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Brolga brigades – Messaged, and photo, by Margery Joyce 

 

1 May - Loving watching the nightly migration of 

the brolgas …... to one of our ponded pastures.  If 

I had a wheat crop, maybe I wouldn't be so 

happy!!  

4 May - 132 plus, tonight!! Just wonderful the 

way half of them came quite low, over the 

house…… you only get seconds when they 

suddenly wheel overhead. Gorgeous birds!! They 

come over in 2 big mobs, squawking, then 

smaller mobs …... so graceful/elegant!  

Note:  If you have a lot of brolgas, and can find a 

fallen feather, researchers would like to check the 

DNA to learn more about these birds. Contact 

Birdlife Capricornia - <abriggs@irock.com.au> 

 

Stop Press 

PlatypusWatch in the Upper Dawson Workshop 

Saturday, 26 June 2021; 9.00 – 11.00 AM 

Taroom Anglican Hall, Taroom, QLD 

AND 

PlatypusWatch in the Upper Dawson Workshop  

Saturday, 26 June 2021; 2.00 – 4.00 PM 

Theodore RSL, Theodore, QLD 

providing insights into our iconic platypus, 
and information about Wildlife Queensland’s PlatypusWatch environmental DNA 
project in the Dawson River 
For information and registration, visit  
 https://wildlife.org.au/platypuswatch/ or  
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/PlatypusConservationNetwork. 
 

Our May outing happened too late for Taroom Tidings this month, but Melanie will have a report 

for the next one. 

 

Our new Project Officer is Paul Stephenson, who has drawn to our attention an application by 

SANTOS to discharge more treated CSG water into the Upper Dawson, and untreated water during 

medium & high flows. 

 

Please let me know if you have any information about projects or interesting wildlife. 
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Ann 0427 504 560 


