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and refers to the messages that the Newsletter is communicating.

Editor's Note
Welcome to 2020!
I don’t have time but it would be interesting to sit
down and go through the Regional Growth Management Framework 1998 which came from the Wide
Bay 2020 Regional Planning and Advisory Committee. This process, abuzz in the ’90s had a great
local green representation and was “the principal
regional strategy for guiding growth in the Wide Bay
region as it heads toward 2020”. It seemed so dynamic and promising. Well 2020 is here. Huge loss
of native vegetation, destruction of wildlife habitat,
uncertain future for our migratory waders, urban
sprawl, lack of green spaces, wondering where we
are going to get water for Hervey Bay’s growing
population, increasing temperatures and decreasing
rain, over-the-top commercial exploitation of our
turtles and whales and so on.
Pam Soper was the guest speaker at the Branch’s
AGM. Her speech notes appear on pages 20-23.
Having known Pam for 25 years I have observed
her ability to understand government processes and
not be daunted or intimidated by them enabling the
conservation message to be conveyed effectively.
She met with cabinet ministers and departmental
staff and was on a number of state government
initiated committees as well as local government
and community based ones. Although most of her
work was voluntary she always conducted herself
with apparent confidence and professionalism and
was measured and firm. She became very knowledgeable and ultimately highly regarded. This was
recognized with her OAM in 2009. She is also a
past editor of Wambaliman.
Our Branch’s stalwart and regular Wambaliman
contributor, Carol Bussey, has not been well. We
wish her a speedy recovery. Jenni

Don’t forget to LIKE us on
Facebook @WPSQFraserCoast
Check out our webpage
http://frasercoast.wildlife.org.au
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-usually third Friday of the month
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-usually last Friday of the month
21 February (HB) 28 February (M)
Alan Peebles - “Wildlife of Pacific Haven”
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Christel Schrank - “Edible Weeds”
27 March (M)
tba
17 April (HB) & 24 April (M)
Dept, Environment & Science - “Crocs”
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Wambaliman

TBA

e-copy in colour
hardcopy in black and white

Other groups’ - events
Display in hervey bay library
January - see page 15

Let us know if you only want an e-copy
otherwise members are sent a hardcopy.

Find a frog in February
All of February - See page 17

Contributions for Wambaliman
We welcome contributions from WPSQ
members and supporters. Articles can
take the form of reports, observations of
nature, anecdotes, quotes, humour etc.
Send contributions to:
ggduckz@gmail.com

Wildlife rescue & care beginner workshop

Sunday 9 Feb - see page 11
Learn about Wader Birds
Monday 17 Feb - see page 9
FCRC - New CEP group Hervey Bay Botanical Gardens
For information
tina.raveneau@frasercoast.qld.gov.au

Submissions for the next issue
are due by Friday 3 APRIL 2020
Opinions expressed in Wambaliman are not necessarily those endorsed by the Wildlife Preservation
Society Queensland, Fraser Coast Branch unless
specifically attributed to them.

FCRC - Land for Wildlife
For information
skott.statt@frasercoast.qld.gov.au
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Presidential Ponderings with Vanessa Elwell-Gavins
As we enter a new decade, and look back on 2019
and the last decade, one thing strikes me. The last
four months have been far hotter and drier than
'normal'. Catastrophic bushfires and their side effects have now affected all States and Territories.
Climate change is no longer something we talk about
as something that will affect our children and grandchildren. It is affecting us right here, right now, even
if many in our community refuse to accept this.
My back-of-the-envelope calculation (at
the beginning of January) is that more
than 24 million of Australia's 25 million
population have been affected, directly
or indirectly, by, for example: smoke
and ash; the toxic load of pollution
tipped into the atmosphere from burned
agricultural chemicals, tyres etc; being
in the path of bushfires; streets, towns
and communities being evacuated; not
knowing whether we might be in the
path of a bushfire tomorrow; worrying
about friends and relatives in the path
of a bushfire; not being able to get
home or leave home; loss of power or
telecommunications; cancelled travel
plans; cancelled events; tragic loss of
life; loss of property; the anguish of facing the 'clean palette' left after a bushfire has gone through.
The impact on the economy must be
enormous: towns that have run out of
water; lost days of work; lost days of
school; businesses dependent on water
like nurseries and turf growers facing
very lean times; drought ravaged farms;
destocking; failed crops; fresh produce
tainted by smoke, fire or extreme heat;
vets serving rural communities where
animals are struggling; animals unable
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to reproduce because it is too hot….
That's just the beginning.
Add in the social costs of grief, trauma,
need for counselling, health impacts,
personal plans having to be changed,
even the person watching helplessly as
their cherished garden shrivels in abnormal heat and relentless dry.
The elephant in the room is the environment. We know more than most that
our native bush is pretty resilient and
that many ecosystems depend on fire
for regeneration. But catastrophic wildfire and extreme heat may cause permanent changes. We have seen the
loss of many hectares of rainforest and
wet sclerophyll forest, neither of which
can tolerate fire. Alpine areas take hundreds if not thousands of years to regenerate.
Our wildlife has varying abilities to cope
with fire, heat and lack of water, but I
am sure this spring and summer of horrors will have tipped some species over
the precipice into extinction locally, and
nationally. Experts have calculated that
more than one billion animals will have
now been incinerated by the fires.

Smoke from fires at Woodgate as seen from Dundowran Beach
In the face of the unprecedented economic and social costs of the last few
months, my fear is the environment will
be a low priority for most people.
Worse, I worry there will be many in the
community so fearful of fire there will be
pressure to clear every native plant.
These people will not care that removal
of our native vegetation may compromise many ecosystem services and
habitat values, increase the level of
heat, and reduce the level of oxygen
being transpired into the atmosphere.
How does the community put a value
on our environment when so many people, their communities, and livelihoods
have been devastated? Undoubtedly
we will have different answers.

lack of water. I was living overseas
when the Ash Wednesday fires devastated huge areas in Victoria and South
Australia in 1983, and killed 75 people,
but a friend who lived through it in the
Dandenongs assured me at Christmas
that this season is shaping up to be far
worse, not least because the fires are
happening earlier.
The cost of this spring and summer of
horrors must be vastly in excess of the
budget surplus that the federal government is anxious to hold onto at all
costs. Can we trust any politician who
thinks the economy is the only thing
that matters, and yet has such a fatally
narrow view of 'the economy'? This
may have worked in the 1950s, but it
will increasingly fail us as we grapple
with the growing challenges of living in
the 21st century.

When this is over, I will be interested to
see the final estimate of area of land
that has been burned (so far it is 12
million hectares) or irredeemably affected by the fire/drought/extreme heat and Vanessa

Elwell Gavins

welcome to new members
Patricia Currie, Kris and Mark Page,
Patricia Rooskov, Charmaine Savage, Dianne Weber
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Quarterly Branch Activity Report 6 October 2019—17 January 2020
End of year function, Sunday 15 December 2019
Following a walk through the Arkarra Lagoons of Dundowran Beach the
group gathered at the Arkarra Tea Gardens. There were 23 people. It was
great to see so many people attend. Thank you to Jackie for organising.

Walks, talks, workshops and
other events

species - presented by Glenda Pitman
17.1.2020: Frogs by Eva Ford
Maryborough Library
Nature Walks
25.10.2019: Quolls - presented by
Saturday 2 November: Burrum coastal
Scott Burnett
walk- a short (5.3 km) there-and-back
29.11.2019: Shorebirds – presented by
walk along the beach at Burrum Heads.
Lesley Bradley
Attention everyone: To continue the
17.1.2020: Frogs by Eva Ford
walks program we need a new team of
motivated people to take on this task.
Communications
Please contact Vanessa if you are inter- Wambaliman Spring 2019 issue was
ested in joining the team, which current- released in October
ly consists of Terry, Roland, John WilPeter Duck has maintained our Faceliams, Frank Ekin and Tina Raveneau. book page
The monthly series of Wildlife Matters
Wildlife Talks in the Library
articles continued in The Independent
Hervey Bay library
and Maryborough Herald:
18.10.2019: 'De-extinction: bringing
back extinct frogs', presented by David -A passionate article about the struggle
for survival of the flying foxes in these
Flack
prolonged dry conditions and what we
15.11.2019: Mary River Lung fish:
learning about breeding habits, feeding can do to help – by Vicki Bressan
-Another passionate article about the
preferences and their longevity as a
various survival skills our wildlife needs

Wambaliman SUMMER 2019-20
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Quarterly Branch Activity Report continued
to cope with the effects of bushfires if
they survive them uninjured – by Diane
Christensen
-Continuing the passionate articles,
Vanessa Elwell-Gavins highlighted the
importance of retaining existing vegetation in future developments for our own,
nature's, and wildlife’s sake
On behalf of the Branch Vanessa
Elwell-Gavins wrote a letter to Council
supporting Cr David Lewis’s far-sighted
views on more green future developments
The Branch organised a petition to
Council to support the provision of
green space and retention of natural
vegetation in all new developments closing date is Friday, 28 February 2020.

ing . All records were broken and heaps
of funds raised. We made nearly $750.
Special thanks to two businesses:
Top Of The Bay Bakery at Bideford St
on Boat Harbour Drive, who donated
fifteen loaves of bread, and
Kawungan Quality Meats who donated half of the 26 kg of sausages.
Please support these places!
Thanks to John who ran two raffles at
the beach House Hotel on Boxing Day
raising $200
Container exchange: ongoing

Submissions

On behalf of the branch Vanessa Elwell
-Gavins wrote three submissions:
to council on MCU18/0046
(Neighbourhood Park Estate, Doolong
Meetings
South Rd) Material Change of Use apSunday 20.10.19 - AGM held at Halcro
plication
Street Community Centre with guest
to the Queensland Government on its
speaker Pam Soper
decision, in contravention of the
Sunday 17.11.19 - General meeting
Queensland Forest Agreement, to exheld at Halcro Street Community Centend logging in State Forests in the
tre with guest speaker Lesley Bradley
Wide Bay Burnett region for an addiWorking and Advisory Groups tional two years
to the Queensland Government on its
The Environmental Advisory Group
draft Koala Strategy for South-East
(EAG) had a meeting 28.11.19
Queensland, asking for koalas in the
Fundraising
Fraser Coast to be included.
30.11.2019: Bunnings Sausage Sizzle
– thanks to Peter and John for organiz- report by Terry Csonka

Branch Fundraiser
CONTAINER DEPOSIT SCHEME
Vice president, John Williams has set up a code in his name with all monies being
deposited straight into our Branch’s bank account. Here are the details you will need:

Code: C10192159
Contact Phone: 0428980019
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Nature Walk Report - 2 November 2019

Our Burrum Coastal Walk from the end
of Orchid Drive in Burrum Heads to
Marsh Creek was our last nature walk
for 2019, and a lovely one it was, too.

photo: Helen Cory

BURRUM COASTAL WALK - SUN, SEA, SAND AND SALT

landscape, with lots of evidence of
large trees having succumbed over the
years to the encroaching beach.

In the end, there were 18 walkers, a
smaller group than has been usual, with
only three non-members. The weather
was very kind to us, with cloud gathering overhead to soften the sun and the
glare and keep the temperature fractionally lower than it might have been.
Our walk took us across a small bridge
over a mangrove-lined creek, and up
over the foredune, down onto the
beach, where we turned right, sandwiched between the incoming tide and
a narrow sand spit with lots of recent
wind-blown sand. This is a very mobile

Nature Refuge name change….

Our destination was a patch of shade,
just inside the lovely Marsh Creek,
deep inside the Burrum Coast National
Park, and a marine reserve. By the
time we reached the creek the incoming
tide was moving very fast.
Jenni had prepared a fabulous information sheet with pictures of lots of the
shells on the beach. Between rich
beach-combing pickings, and a good lot
of migratory waders feeding out on the
sand flats as the tide approached, this
was a very rewarding walk, with great
company.
Vanessa Elwell-Gavins

Members Chris and Denise Ballantyne, Tim and Sol Thornton and Carol and Tony
Bussey all own Nature Refuges.
The government has decided to change the name to “Private Protected Area”.
“Hi Tim. How is your Private Protected Area?”, says Carol……..
Wambaliman SUMMER 2019-20
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Upcoming Events - learn about waders at a local venue
QWSG WADER COURSE Monday 17 February 2020
Waders are magnificent athletes, flying up to 25,000 km every
year. They range from tiny 24-gram birds to the world’s largest
wader, the Far Eastern Curlew, weighing over 1 kilogram. Our
Great Sandy Strait is an internationally significant area for waders.
Seventeen resident and 36 migrant species of wader occur in Australia: in total,
about 3 million birds. They feed on the shorelines of coastal and inland wetlands of
Australia. The majority breed in the higher latitudes of the Northern Hemisphere in
places like Siberia and Alaska and travel the East Asian/Australasian Flyway twice a
year on migration. From September to April, many species can be found in the Great
Sandy Strait where you have an ideal opportunity to study these species. They face
increasing pressures from burgeoning human populations and habitat destruction
along the flyway.
During this half day course, you will be introduced to these fascinating birds through
specific topics that include:
What are waders? Migration and breeding Conservation Identification
REGISTRATION: from 12:00 noon - Maaroom Ratepayers & Progress Association Hall,
85 Granville Rd Maaroom.
LECTURES: from 1pm – 3pm
FIELD TRIP: 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm, at Maaroom High Tide Roost.
COST: $25.00
CLOSING DATE for ENROLMENT: Monday, 10 February 2020.
ENQUIRIES: secretary@waders.com.au or Sheryl Keates 2tattlers@gmail.com
WEBSITE: www.waders.org.au/queenland-wader-study-group-news

Branch logo and shirt options
The original colour and design chosen was a “Bizcool”– all
acrylic – Wasabi coloured polo $24 and an extra $6 if you
want a pocket . (from Morgans)
Other options include:
Cotton (65%) blend shirt in apple green. The branch has 3 to
sell with logo 2 x Large (Mens) and 1x size 14 (Ladies) $28.50
“Claremont” 95% cotton shirt in apple green is available
from BullAnt Designs in Pialba - $30 with the logo.
You can get the logo on any shirt for $9.50
at Morgans Sewing and Embroidery Centre, Pialba.

Shirts with logo ready for sale now!
95% cotton—apple green—size 14—$30—contact Diane 41283992
65% cotton—apple green—size 14 & L—$28.50—contact Jenni 0481289521
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Wildlife Talk Report - Queensland Quolls
On 25 October 2019, the Maryborough
Library hosted Dr Scott Burnett, lecturer
in Wildlife Ecology at University Sunshine Coast. Dr Burnett has been researching and tracking quolls; carnivorous marsupials native to mainland
Australia, New Guinea and Tasmania.
Two species of quoll live in Queensland. The larger, Tiger (or Spotted-tail)
Quoll, Dasyurus maculatus, and the
endangered Northern Quoll, Dasyurus
hallucatus.
Tiger Quolls were found on the NSW /
QLD border ranges and escarpments.
Because of their solitary nature and
territorial behaviour they need a large
home range; 200-1000 hectares. Combine this with their short life span (3
years) and it is easy to see why their
population numbers are in decline.
They have grippy pads on their feet for
hunting possums in the treetops. They
hunt by smell and sound. They can
grow to 5kg with a length of 1m from
nose to tail tip.

sive enough to support the 50 females
for a healthy breeding population.
The smaller Northern Quolls are only
250g-1kg and growing to 34 cm. They
are nocturnal predators of geckos,
melomys, insects, fleshy fruits and cane
toads. Cane Toads can be catastrophic
to population numbers in NW Australia.
They are however abundant on the
Atherton Tablelands. They are also a
solitary animal, except three times a
year for mating.
Their preferred habitat is rocky grassed
areas. Their presence is known at
Kroombit Tops National Park and they
are possibly at Carnarvon Gorge. In the
1980s they were found in the Police
Paddock Reserve in Maryborough.
Their latrine habit is to use the top of a
flat boulder in granite / basalt country.
The scat is a smooth pile.

Using a clean plastic bag, Dr Burnett
asks wildlife lovers to collect scats and
record the location and advise him by
The fragmented nature of Queensland’s email, sburnett@usc.edu.au
Lyndall Bissett
National Parks mean none are exten-

previous distribution
current distribution

Wambaliman SUMMER 2019-20

Left: distribution of Northern Quoll,
source: Wildlife Queensland.
Above: endangered Northern Quoll photo
by Jonathan Webb, Australian Geographic
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Wildlife Talk Report - Lungfish
In November 2019, Glenda Pitman,
President of the Greater Mary Association, gave a presentation on the Australian Lungfish, Neoceratodus forsteri.
As I did not attend the presentation at
the library, this account is based on
Glenda's written report.

Image: news-mail.com.au

such as crustaceans; and fruit and insects. Protective dense strands of
The Lungfish has survived for approxiaquatic plants are preferred for spawnmately 250 million years on Earth, exing, enabling the Lungfish eggs to adisting long before dinosaurs. The spehere to plants and rocks, also providing
cies surviving in the environment of the
a future food supply. Spawning usually
Burnett, Mary and Brisbane Rivers has
only one lung, but the species surviving occurs during August to December and
the hatchlings are left to fend for themin South America and Africa have two.
The lung enables the fish to breathe at selves. Breeding age is 15 years
(males) and 20 years (females) with an
the water surface. It also has normal
overall lifespan of between 50-80 years.
fish gills allowing it to breathe underwater. The lung enables the fish to take in Lungfish are fairly sedentary, remaining
oxygen when surface hunting at night,
in “home” areas for most of their lives
during spawning and when water oxyand during flooding will retreat to shalgen levels are low.
low river bank zones.
Records indicate they can grow to 1.5
metres in the Burnett River system and
even larger in the Mary system. One of
several distinguishing features are large
body scales not occurring on the head
which carries special sense organs for
detecting the weak electrical pulses of
prey, similar to eels.
Their preferred habitat is a meandering
river with long deep pools and short
stretches of rapid flow. Food for the
Lungfish is found in a diverse ecosystem populated with plants and animals

Threats to their survival include:
 reduction in spawning habitat
 river bank clearing
 dams / weirs along the rivers
 lack of suitable food supply
 genetic deformity among juvenile
populations and failure to thrive.
How can we help?
 oppose dams / weirs along the rivers
where they breed
 promote reserves and revegetate for
a habitat refuge.

Jackie Henrion

Interested in Wildlife Rescue?

Australian Native Animal Rescue and Rehabilitation (ANARRA) is running two
sessions at Glastonbury on Sunday 9 February 2010 for beginners
10am: Orientation Course 1pm: Primary Care of Wildlife
To book - email anarrawildlife@gmail.com or call Debbie Seal 0408170102
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Wildlife Talk Report - The Lazarus Project
SPECIES EXTINCTION AND THE ETHICS OF RESURRECTION:
bringing back extinct frogs
The Hervey Bay library presentation on
18 October 2019 by David Flack, curator of Alexandra Park Zoo, and Bundaberg area coordinator for the Queensland Frog Society was both scary and
challenging.

R.silus, providing the genetic material
for future research.

Following a level of success in cloning
the Gastric Brooding Frog (Platypus
Frog), due consideration of ethics and
morals should give rise to precedent
legislation for controlling such technology. This issue was the subject of much
discussion following this fascinating and
informative presentation.
Of the two species of the Rheobatrachus, Rheobatrachus silus, the Southern Gastric Brooding Frog, once
thrived in SE Qld, in a habitat ranging
2,000km long at an elevation of between 350 and 1400m. As its name
suggests, spawn and tadpoles gestate
in the frog's stomach and emerge as
fully developed juvenile frogs from the
frogs mouth.

David went on to summarise other de
extinction techniques. Projects currently underway use a cloning technique for
the (Tasmanian) Thylacine and a selective or back breeding technique for
the (African) Zebra.
It is possible that research and deextinction might inevitably include species such as the long extinct Woolly
Mammoth; extinct as a consequence of
evolution and climate change.
There is an argument that humans
have a moral obligation to resurrect
species which have become extinct
through human malpractice. This is
pertinent to relatively recent species
such as the Gastric Brooding Frog and
the Thylacine in particular. The leading
question is what should be the limits to
this enterprise?

The points raised by David in the
presentation and the ensuing discusUnfortunately due to human impact
sion focused on essential habitat envi(forest clearing, pollution and subseronment requirements. For example, it
quent fungal disease caused by changwould be a totally wasted effort and
es in a vital and sensitive ecosystem)
very unethical to de-extinct the frog
both Rheobatrachus species have beunless its natural environment was
come extinct.
completely restored for the long term.
In 2013, the University of NSW estabThe effort involves time and money that
lished a team of researchers to work on
could be otherwise spent ensuring an
the Lazarus Project, using cloning
adequate environment to prevent fast
techniques to replicate the DNA tissue
approaching extinction of many other
from a 35 year old frozen tissue sample
species.
of the frog. They succeeded in producing an early stage cloned embryo of
continued bottom page 13
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The Wongari of K’gari
As top predators the wongari play an
important role in the island’s food web.
But of course there are many issues as
we know surrounding feeding and educating tourists to be “dingo-safe”. A
dingo’s natural instinct is easily aroused
with movement such as children’s play
and adults’ jogging. Habituation is also
a problem – the animals have even
been known to jump into cars! Hefty on
the spot fines (up to $10 000) now apply
for interfering with the wild wongari.
Before European settlement, when the
island was home to Butchulla People
Many of us are now used to the Indige- there were two types of dingoes on
K’gari. There was the wat’dha which
nous names of two of our world renowned treasures on the Fraser Coast: were the camp dogs and the wongari
which were wild. Today there are an
K’gari (Fraser island) and wongari
estimated 100-200 wongari (only) on
(dingoes).
the island. As omnivores they have an
“The wongari of K’gari” was the presen- abundance of food including rodents,
tation given by QPW Ranger Jenna
reptiles, berries and marine animals
Tapply at the AGM of the Lower Mary
washed ashore.
River Catchment and Care Group in
November 2019. She gave us facts
Seeing wongari – especially if you see a
about the dingo and current managepack – in their natural state doing what
ment practices, some of which is based they do – is a privilege. Let’s hope their
on GPS collar tracking 2011-2012.
future as wild animals is safe. Jenni

The Lazarus Project continued
While the idea of having Woolly Mammoth roaming the plains of Siberia
again is a complete novelty geared towards making money, how would these
creatures fare in the longer haul and
would they be free or in total captivity?
In other words, an unethical, toy mentality towards living species could be
initiated.
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In concluding, David emphasizes that
even if the critical habitat for extinct
species was restored, the essential and
unique microbiome (gut flora and associated fluids and environment) of the
species would need to be cultured for
its continued survival. A difficult task
after a long time lag. Jackie Henrion

Loggerheads - here and there
Loggerheads at Mon Repos
Pam Soper, who spoke at our Branch
AGM cited one of Bundaberg Branch’s
major successes as the protection of
the Mon Repos turtle rookery. The following is from her speaking notes.

Fisheries.noaa.gov

The campaign for protection of the Mon
Repos Turtle Rookery extended over
head turtles will seek out other beaches
many years.
to lay their eggs, and the world famous
Bundaberg Branch worked closely with Mon Repos rookery will be downgraded.
WPSQ Head Office and helped raise
But as Joh would say, “don’t you worry
funds for three successful planning
about that.” Or to mis-quote Bill Clinton
court actions. This resulted in a housing – “It’s the economy stupid.”
development being prevented close to
According to some our very special
the rookery, and re-vegetation within
the reserve to stop the urban glow shin- wildlife species must be seen to pay
their way, and become economic assets.
ing onto the beach.
We thought we had secured protection Following intensive lobbying by Bundaberg Council and the Tourism Board for
for the turtle rookery.
a new Turtle Centre at Mon Repos the
Sadly, this year has seen the clearing
current State Government has paid out
of many mature trees and understorey around $21 million for the new building
from within the small reserve for conbut have failed to buy out the adjacent
struction of a massive ‘state of the art’
caravan park which is now seeking to
copper clad building and car parks so
upgrade its facilities. Pam Soper
people can immerse themselves in the
turtle experience all year round.
Loggerheads at Point Vernon
Inter-active displays, and a commercially operated café and souvenir shop, are
expected to draw thousands of visitors
to the turtle rookery all year round.
No thought has been given as to how
this might affect the turtle rookery itself.
Increased human impact on the beach
and rookery is likely to result in the turtle nesting area being destroyed by
people trampling on the dunes in the
months outside the nesting season.
If this happens the endangered logger-

Wambaliman SUMMER 2019-20
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Lesley Bradley has been watching and
monitoring turtles around Hervey Bay
and K’gari for nearly 20 years. She
spoke at our Branch’s November meeting. This article is based on that talk.
While the Hervey Bay waters support
Green and Loggerhead Turtles, it is the
Loggerhead which nests on Point
Vernon beaches. This endangered species generally prefers the sandy coasts
while the vulnerable Green Turtle prefers islands and coral cays.

Loggerheads - continued
The incidence of turtles nesting here is small compared with Bundaberg’s Mon
Repos – nevertheless every turtle nest is important. In the 2018 season at Point
Vernon, 23 tracks were detected, 16 nests identified, and overall about 1,000
hatchlings reached the sea. This may be just enough to ensure that one will survive to adulthood!
In Point Vernon the favoured spots are the few sandy stretches near ESA Park
and Gatakers Bay. Ironically, while the roots of Cottonwood, Goats Foot and
Beach Beans bind the sand and help our erosion problems, the roots can be a
hindrance to a turtle who is wanting to dig a nice hole to lay her eggs.
Lesley, a Branch member, is well known for her turtle monitoring work with the
Lower Mary River Catchment and Care Group at Sandy Cape, K’gari. In Point
Vernon she works with a small band of volunteers and all data collected goes to
Dr Col Limpus, DEH’s chief scientist. Threats to nests and hatchlings at Point
Vernon include foxes, very high tides and human interference. Jenni Watts.
to report dead or injured turtles

call 1300ANIMAL

Library Display - Art Celebrating Nature
It was pure coincidence that my idea to present a
library display on the Summer holidays 2020 would
provide a prelude to Australia Day.
On a regular visit to an op shop, I discovered some
20th Century Australia Geographic calendars of
beautiful watercolour paintings. They consisted of
beautiful watercolour paintings by Tony Oliver of
Australian fauna and flora set in landscapes across
the continent. Being so skilfully crafted, I felt they
should be displayed to a wide audience and hence
the idea of a display was born.
So after searching home and community for nature-themed objects, I gathered a
collection to show in the Library's glass case. I was thrilled to find handmade
miniature silky oak furniture and a local pottery lizard and fungi. The art deco
vases (as in the photo) came from the family collection.
I took the opportunity to display some prints of past and present bushfire paintings to highlight the desperate plight of our wildlife caused by the recent fires.
I hope the display has increased people's knowledge of Australian fauna and
fostered further awareness of many natural wonders. Diane Christensen
Ed. Note: This is not a Branch activity - Diane has done this herself
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CITIZEN SCIENCE - Weed Spotters Network Queensland
Prevention and early intervention are the most cost effective means
of dealing with potential, new and emerging weeds in Queensland
of sighting by calling 132523. There are
restricted invasive plants now with 4
different categories. These categories
are not mutually exclusive. Every local
council has lists of weeds of local importance. There are undoubtable
weeds which have an estimated cost of
controlling exceeding the estimated
damage cost.
At the talk we were shown samples of
the very most important invasive weeds
including some which are not known to
be in Queensland but they would inspire an emergency response if they
appeared in Queensland. It is an important part of Weeds Spotters Network
to look for these.

photo: of Coryn by Ruby Rosenfield

On 2 November 2019 in the Tinana
Hall, Dr Melinda Laidlaw gave a talk on
Weeds Spotters Network Queensland.

We were also given

“Weeds Spotters Network Queensland”, available from the Queensland
Herbarium

This is a citizen science project involving the state government, the Queensland Herbarium, Biosecurity Queensland, local governments (including Fraser Coast) and the community. It has
been operating since 2006.

“Weeds of Southern Queensland” Ed
4, available from the Weed Society of
Queensland
“Weeds Spotters Network Queensland Application Form”, from the
Queensland Herbarium

There is an opportunity for volunteers
to help report new and emerging
weeds, if possible, before they become “Botanical Specimen – submission
sheet”, from Queensland Herbarium.
too established in Queensland to control.
The definition of weeds is not a simple
task. There are declared weeds of national significance but the focus of the
talk was the state government laws
which have been changed recently.
There are prohibited invasive plants
which must be reported within 24 hours
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I recommend to anyone who has the
time to go online and view the Weed
Spotters Network Queensland website
and consider joining the network.
Coryn

Dennet

CITIZEN SCIENCE - Find a Frog in February
Find a Frog in February
frog search activity gets
underway soon. The Mary
River Catchment Coordinating Committee
(MRCCC) launched this
program three Februarys ago in 2017 to
give people an opportunity to contribute
to our collective knowledge of frogs and
their whereabouts, so that we can better
manage their habitat.
Frogs are highly sensitive to the condition of their surroundings; habitat features, water quality, chemicals in the air,
humidity and temperature, and are recognised as good indicators of environmental health. One third of frogs worldwide are at risk of extinction due to factors such as habitat loss, disease,
changes to water supply and the impacts of exotic species. In our local area
we have lost two species; Gastric brood
frog Rheobatrachus silus and the
Southern day frog Taudactylus diurnus,
since the 1970’s and six more have
joined the ‘threatened’ list. One of
these; the Giant barred frog Mixophyes
iteratus has its stronghold in the Mary
River catchment and we want to make
sure that they, and all the other frog
species, maintain healthy populations
here.
Looking for frogs is an activity for the
adventurous and concerned members
of our community. It takes a little time
out of the house in the evening with a
headlamp or torch, and a phone or
camera. A little more time to record
what has been seen or heard and then
send that through to the MRCCC.
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What do we do with it? All
information is entered into a
large state database called
WildNet where it can be
stored safely and accessed
by researchers, planners,
decision-makers and naturalists, and be
drawn on when assessing sites for development or other impacting activities.
Over the past 3 years around 4100 records of 27 species have been submitted
through the Find a Frog in February
program from 286 locations. It’s a fantastic contribution from the community
of the Mary, Burrum, Noosa River systems and Coastal catchments from
Peregian to Burrum Heads. Each year
the Sunshine Coast Council, Noosa
Shire Council, Gympie Regional Council
and Fraser Coast Regional Council all
pitch in to help the MRCCC to coordinate the program and process the incoming information. This is a great
demonstration of consolidated commitment to protect our natural environment.
In 2020 there will be workshops, Frog
Hops (progressive frog survey nights
along creek systems) and setting up of
long-term frog monitoring sites at
schools and community environment
groups sites.
Jump into the pool of contributing
froggers and find our amphibian friends
this February!
See www.mrccc.org.au/frog-in-february/
for all the information you need or call
the MRCCC on 07 5482 4766.
press

release by Eva Ford
Catchment Officer, MRCCC

Members Article - BLUE CARBON

Mangroves at Tinnanbar
Seeing the light

tems have had a bit of a bashing since
European settlement of Australia, being
cleared for residential and agricultural
purposes. Approximately 50% of mangrove and salt marsh coastal ecosystems have been destroyed and about
25% of seagrass meadows.

Finally it seems to be penetrating the
coaldust saturated cerebrums of the
decision makers that climate change
REALLY needs to be addressed.
Using renewable energy and being
energy efficient reduces emissions.

Clearing of VCEs in other countries has
also occurred.

But photosynthesis by plants, whether
terrestrial or aquatic, can actually remove carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. Because terrestrial forests cover vast swathes of the globe, they do
the heavy lifting in biosequestration of
carbon.
Vegetated Coastal Ecosystems
Of great interest to we coastal dwellers,
another smaller but important carbon
sink is “blue carbon”, carbon taken up
by marine plants. A major portion of
this carbon is captured by Vegetated
Coastal Ecosystems (VCEs). VCEs are
defined as mangroves, tidal marshes
(salt marshes) and seagrass meadows.
Although VCEs occupy a mere 0.2% of
the ocean's surface area, they contribute 50% of carbon sequestered in marine sediments.

It is estimated that Australia contains
about 30% of the world's tidal marshes,
approximately 5% of the world’s mangroves and about 30% of global
seagrass meadows. Thus VCEs in Australia are a major factor in global blue
carbon sequestration assessments.
Where is the Blue Carbon stored*

On a global scale, Australia stores 511% of the world's VCE blue carbon.
The analysis of where the carbon is
stored is interesting. About 10 times
more carbon is stored in the top metre
of soil than in the parts of the plant
above the soil! This is especially true
for seagrass** and tidal marshes where
98% of the sequestered carbon is
stored in the sediment. Mangroves on
the other hand store 38% in the soil and
Loss of VCEs.
As we are sadly aware, coastal ecosys- 62% in above ground biomass.
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Historic pledge to accelerate action
on Blue Carbon
Australia, at the Climate Change Negotiations in Paris 2016 (not the last one
in 2019 which Mr. Morrison did not attend), agreed to “increase understanding of, and accelerate action on the
important role of coastal blue carbon
ecosystems in climate change action”.
Australia will include blue carbon in its
greenhouse gas inventory.

many commercial fish species (as well
as mangrove worms which I saw the
Bush Tucker man unenthusiastically
consume on TV). And stores carbon.
What could be better.
Carol Bussey

Understanding Weather

low cold water to rise up near Australia.

I have really been struggling to understand how weather works so that impacts from global warming can be explained at least to myself.

That is the dipole – the western part
and the eastern part.

*https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-01912176-8 www.nature.com/
naturecommunications
Oscar Serrano et al. October 2, 2019.
**Seagrass meadows in Queensland
Saving and rehabilitating VCEs is
tend to be the smaller “softer” species
good news for us
and are grazed by dugongs and green
And for those who love nature and who turtles. Seagrass meadows in temperalso love eating fish, VCEs provide
ate regions tend to be larger and less
food and shelter for endangered speeasily degraded than tropical seagrasscies such as dugong, watermice, turtles es, less subject to herbivory and thereand shore birds and also nurseries for
fore, store more carbon.

When the western part increases in
warmth that is called a Positive Indian
The most well known climate driver is
Ocean Dipole. This spring we had an
El Nino which we know brings drought. extremely strong positive IOD. The
This year El Nino is not having much
winds were easterlies propelling warm
influence –thank goodness.
water laden air forming clouds and rain
onto the countries bounding the westWhat is having a very strong impact is
ern Indian Ocean. The resulting floods
the Indian Ocean Dipole.
in the Horn of Africa, (Somalia, Ethiopia
The Indian Ocean stretches from West- and Eritrea).
ern Australia to India, Arabia and the
The cooler waters near Australia
Horn of Africa. The western part of the
caused dry conditions and increased
Indian Ocean near India and Africa
chance of drought and bushfires in WA
abuts lots of land barriers that slow
and SE Australia. Catastrophic bushdown cooling winds so the ocean
fires resulted.
warms up.
IOD effects will persist until monsoonal
The eastern part near Australia is subrain breaks up the strong IOD in early
ject to trade winds that can blow warm
2020. Carol Bussey
water westward towards India and al-
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newsmail.com.au

Pam Soper, who spoke at our Branch AGM
in October 2019 gave her personal perspective on issues after many years in various
groups including 36 years with WPSQ
Bundaberg Branch and 23 years with
WBBCC. The following is a large part of
her printed notes from which she spoke.

WORKING TOGETHER FOR PROTECTION
OF AUSTRALIAN WILDLIFE AND ECOSYSTEMS
PAST, PRESENT and FUTURE
by Pam Soper OAM, October 2019

The invitation to come along as guest
speaker today was quite a surprise.

school and community groups including
re-establishing the Bargara Progress Association, was a founding member of After School Care in Bundaberg, worked at
a Women’s Shelter, and earned extra
money by picking and packing tomatoes
and rockmelons, and stripping cane.

One doubtful benefit is that I have been
forced to review the many years of my
involvement with WPSQ Bundaberg and
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council.
I have been around for a long time, and
have enjoyed meeting with many Wildlife
members and likeminded people.
I can only give my personal perspective of
the environmental roller coaster of the
past 36 years as a member of QWPS and
the 23 years as Project Officer, including
7 years as President, of WBBCC.

There’s nothing quite like getting down
and dirty on a hot and humid day in
Queensland.

When the Project Officer position with
WBBCC was advertised for a second time
in December 1983, I thought, “why not”. I
felt well qualified to put my hand up to
lobby for protection of Australia’s unique
My path to becoming a member of WPSQ species and amazing vegetation now my
and an advocate for the environment was children were well on the way to indea long and winding one.
pendence.
My interest in wildlife and the environment The late John Sinclair interviewed me for
started at a very early age when as a ten the Bundaberg Project Officer position
year old I would take off for hours and
with WBBCC assuring me it would only
explore the fields, hedgerows, woodlands take about two hours per week and all I
and streams near where I lived, with only had to do was write ten different letters
my dog for company.
and a monthly report, which I could think
After obtaining a Diploma in Agriculture in about when I was doing house work, for
which I would receive the grand sum of
the UK I emigrated to Canada where I
ended up working as a scribe and secre- $20 per month plus expenses.
tary to various legal firms as I worked my I chose to ignore the housework comment,
way across the country. It was a great
and immediately accepted the position.
learning process and sparked my interest
Appointed as Project Officer for WBBCC
in how the law works and legal speak.
in January 1984 I immediately joined BunMoving to Australia in 1973 with my
daberg Branch WPSQ as suggested by
young family I became involved with
Doris Dove the previous Project Officer.
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It was good advice as I met a great group
of people who were passionate about
wildlife, bush walking and protecting land
for wildlife. Doris was secretary of the
Branch and was able to fill me in on local
issues including Baldwin Swamp, Mon
Repos and the Pasturage Reserve (now
Barolin Nature Reserve).

they should be doing.
Bundaberg was fortunate in having founding members Eric Zillmann with his tremendous knowledge of vegetation, wildlife, and ability to imitate bird calls, he led
the walks for many years, and Rachel Hill
who had many a story to tell about life in
the bush.

Protection of native wildlife and their essential habitats has been the driving force
behind my campaigning over the years. It
is a passion that I cannot let go.

In more recent years our very own
Maureen Schmitt with her extensive
knowledge of native trees and ecosystems, organised walks and talks, and was
By 1984 I was more than ready to take on the driving force behind getting the rema new challenge. My supposed two hours nant Woongarra Scrub at the Hummock
per week and ten letters ended up more
protected, which has been named the
like 20 hours per week writing many letMaureen Schmitt Reserve in her honour.
ters and many submissions, researching, I became a member of the Queensland
visiting sites under threat, and keeping
Conservation Council, Wilderness SocieBundaberg Branch well informed.
ty, Australian Conservation Foundation,
However nothing could have been
achieved without the enthusiasm, dedication and support of the members of Bundaberg Branch and WBBCC.

Australian Marine Conservation Society,
and the Environmental Defenders Office. I
attended conferences and workshops
gaining a great deal of knowledge about
There have been successful outcomes for campaigning, legal aspects, and attended
meetings with Cabinet Ministers, Directorthe environment and disappointing failGenerals, and departmental staff. I met
ures to secure protection for iconic speand worked with many great and enthusicies such as the lungfish, platypus and
astic environmental campaigners, and
freshwater turtles in the Burnett River.
was extremely grateful for their support
As a group we worked well together with
with the wildlife and conservation camaround 20 -25 members at the Wildlife
paigns.
monthly meetings. Lots of deep and
meaningful discussions took place before Being Project Officer opened up many
deciding on direct action with submissions opportunities for me to be appointed as
conservation representative on State Govor organising public displays. I kept the
ernment initiated committees including:
group informed about what was happening on the ground, and some might say I
The Walla Weir Local Management
drove them too hard when I urged them to Group, Burnett River Overview Study,
consider taking a leading position in direct Wide Bay 2020 Regional Planning and
action or planning court appeals.
Advisory Committee, Wide Bay Coastal
Management Committee, and a Natural
It was a great learning process but it
Resource Management Committee in
would not have happened without the
Brisbane to discuss issues such as dams,
support of Bundaberg members who
weirs and water use, plus a DNR driven
were a great group. They organised
monthly bush walks, fundraisers including Community Group set up to discuss regional forest issues.
Bunnings sausage sizzles, information
days, talks at the library, a very popular
Mother’s Day bus trip each year, and put
up with my constantly telling them what
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Although the voice of conservationists in a
room of irrigators and developers was
often a bit like crying in the wilderness.

I was a founding member of Bundaberg
Greenspace in 1989, which morphed into
Bundaberg Urban Landcare (BLULC) in
1992, and I am still a member and attend
as many meetings as possible.
Successful campaigning requires time
spent researching, getting the facts right,
getting the message out, and working
with other conservation organisations as
well as talking with and listening to those
who are on the opposite side. ‘Love your
enemies,’ is a favourite saying of mine.
You need to know where they are coming
from.
It is equally important to keep Wildlife
members and associated groups informed if you want their wholehearted
support, which may be needed for many
months, or in the case of Mon Repos,
decades.

Maryborough, Hervey Bay, Gympie and
Rosedale were a tremendous asset. Dedicated individuals who contributed many
volunteer hours in addition to their small
honorarium in seeking protection of our
precious natural resources.
Unfortunately the WBBCC was forced to
close down in 2011, and that on-theground connection throughout the region
was lost.
Bundaberg Branch Major Successes
Mon Repos (see page 14)
Kinkuna National Park: Getting Kinkuna
declared a National Park in 1992 was a
major win for Bundaberg Branch, although we were unable to get the mining
lease areas at the northern end included.
Success was achieved after a lengthy
public campaign.

Pasturage Reserve: Active campaigning
was started by the newly formed Landcare group in 1992 although Bundaberg
Branch had been trying to raise awareness of the ecological values and get the
In the campaign to protect the wallum
number of cattle reduced in the reserve
coast at Kinkuna and get it designated as for many years prior. It was re-named
a National Park we needed to have a very Barolin Nature Reserve in 2013, many
large bank balance. In our appeal for do- thousands of trees have since been plantnations we let it be known that if the aped including an area planted by Greenpeal did not go ahead we would refund
fleet as part of their offsets scheme.
the donors if they so desired. When the
Nielson Park: saw Bundaberg Wildlife
applicant finally decided to pull out only
heading two campaigns to prevent Counone or two people asked for a refund.
cil selling off or leasing areas for commerAs Project Officer for WBBCC I had a lot cial use. Firstly an Underwater World
of freedom to do and say my own thing. I proposal, followed some years later by an
have always asked many questions much application for weekly markets. There was
to some people’s annoyance, and persist- huge public support to keep this historical
ed if I was getting evasive answers. I was public land as a park for the community.
accused by some, including some supposedly on my side, as being aggressive Baldwin Swamp Environmental Park:
an ongoing struggle to protect the wetand overly demanding.
lands since 1992. A once beautiful natuHowever, this worked in favour of the
ral wetland area now criss-crossed with
Branch who then appeared much more
wide concrete pathways, and recently 3ha
reasonable and could push the same
of mature vegetation was bulldozed to
argument from a different perspective.
create a site for storage and processing
WBBCC with Project Officers spread
of concrete and road material waste. No
across the region – Bundaberg,
one is saying who authorised it, but the
Amazingly a large proportion of the Bundaberg local community was prepared to
back the Branch with donations for court
actions once they knew what was at stake.
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CEO has stated that the Council was at
liberty to do what it wanted as the designation of that portion had never been
changed from low-density residential.
Miara USL: campaign to stop Lands Department selling off an area of remnant
vegetation on USL for cane growing.
Goodnight Scrub NP
Woongarra Marine Park

Currently the conservation movement is
between a rock and a hard place. A State
election is due next September or October. There is a need to remind people that
the Newman LNP State Government were
responsible for relaxing protection of National Parks, and changed legislation
which now allows opportunity for tourism
development within our previously protected areas.

Walla Weir/Dams and Weirs on the
Burnett 1995 - 98 and Paradise Dam
1999 – 2005: Two very intense campaigns over 10 years. The concrete was
barely dry on Walla Weir before cane
growers started lobbying for Paradise.
These were part of the big water campaigns headed by the Queensland Conservation Council.

The Way Forward

Closure of Bundaberg Branch

There is already a lot of information out
there, but it needs to be collated, and then
well publicised.

By 2016 membership of the Bundaberg
Branch had dropped to about 12 due partly to natural attrition, people moving away,
despondency, and questioning whether it
was worth it.
In 2017 the Branch closed down, a very
sad day for the committee members who
were all feeling burned out after the intense ongoing campaigning over many
years.
The Future
The need is greater than ever to use all
legal means to protect Australia’s native
flora and fauna, secure natural areas and
to support re-vegetation.
The State Government seems bent on
selling off small parcels of USL land which
often contain areas of remnant vegetation. Unfortunately there seems to be no
way of preventing the purchaser to subsequently apply to subdivide which then
allows one dwelling per lot and clearing
for services.
Perhaps there needs to be an ongoing
media campaign to promote why humans
need trees.
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If we are to have any hope of stemming
the loss of wildlife and ecosystems, land
clearing, deforestation and burning the
bush needs to be urgently addressed.
This will only happen when we can get
the true facts and figures, and an estimate
of how many species are on the brink of
extinction, and how many already lost.

There is an urgent need for an investigation into how the constant broadcasting
that the fire season is here, clear your
properties, prepare now, has actually led
to fires being deliberately lit, and how
many fires that ‘got away’ were the result
of fuel reduction burns?
As always, members of Wildlife and Conservation groups are the eyes and the
ears when it comes to identifying and
seeking protection for natural areas before the bulldozers move in, or the fires
take over.
Active campaigning requires time, research, get your facts right, always be
polite but determined.
We need to get the message out to as
many of the local community groups as
possible via media interviews, Facebook,
and so on.
Encouraging the public to get involved in
loving nature – bush walks, talks, displays, all of which Fraser Coast Wildlife
seems to be doing extremely well. For
which I thank you.

The objectives of Wildlife Queensland are to:
(1) preserve the fauna and flora of Australia by all lawful means;
(2) educate by all means possible all sections of the community, particularly the
young, in understanding the principles of conservation and preservation of the natural environment;
(3) discourage by all legal means possible the destruction, exploitation or unnecessary development of any part of the natural environment;
(4) encourage rational land use and proper planning of development and use of the
natural environment and management thereof.

Want to join Wildlife Queensland?
http://wildlife.org.au/shop/membership/membership/
or download the membership form at
http://www.wildlife.org.au/support/image/
membershipform.pdf
Membership for 1 year
$30 Individual
$45 Family / non-profit group
$20 Concession
$12.50 Youth
Once you have joined Wildlife Queensland you may elect to
be assigned a Branch such as Fraser Coast.
Wildlife Queensland and its branches are not wildlife rescue or care organizations.
However, we thank you for caring for our wildlife and
if you wish to report sick, injured or orphaned wildlife contact:
RSPCA Qld on 1300 ANIMAL or preferably contact our local rescue service.
Our local service has the expertise and will eliminate delays in taking action.
WILDLIFE RESCUE FRASER COAST
for all species of native wildlife
Phone 4121 3146 anytime (backup number 0419988240)
WRFC rescue and care for all species of native fauna - such as injured or unwell
koalas, kangaroos and wallabies, micro bats, flying foxes, birds and reptiles.
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